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ment, on the occasion of the Greek Revolution, does honor to its author, unquestionably the brightest genius ever directed to this subject. According to this rule, belligerency must be proved to exist; it must be shown. It cannot be imagined, or divined, or invented; it must exist as a " fact" within the knowledge of the world, or at least as a " fact" susceptible of proof. Nor can it be inferred on the ocean merely from its existence on the land. From the beginning, when " God called the dry land earth, and the gathering together of the waters, He called seas," the two have been separate, and power over one has not necessarily implied power over the other. There is a dominion of the land, and a dominion of the ocean. But, whatever power the rebels possessed on the land, they were always without power on the ocean. Admitting that they were belligerents on the land, they were never belligerents on the
ocean.
" The oak leviathans, whose huge ribs make Their clay creator the vain title take Of lord of thee and arbiter of war"
these they never possessed. Such was the " fact" that must govern the present question. The rule, so simple, plain, and intelligible, as stated by Mr. Canning, is a decisive touchstone of the British concession, which, when brought to it, is found to be without support.
Unfriendly in the precipitancy with which it was launched, this concession was more unfriendly in substance. It was the first stage in the depredations on our commerce. Had it not been made, no rebel ship could have been built in England; every step in her building would have been piracy. Nor could any munitions of war have been furnished; not a blockade-runner, laden with supplies, could have left the English shores, except under a kindred penalty. The direct consequence of this concession was to place the rebels on an equality with ourselves in all British markets, whether of ships or munitions of war. As these were open to the national government, so they were open to the rebels. The asserted neutrality between the two began by this tremendous concession, when the rebels, at one stroke, were transformed, not only into belligerents, but into customers.
In attributing to that bad proclamation this peculiar influ-